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South Santa Clara Valley Memorial District Brings  
Office of Veterans’ Services to Gilroy 

 
Gilroy, CA (July 15, 2014) – The South Santa Clara Valley Memorial District 
(SSCVMD), an independent special district serving Gilroy veterans by providing a first-
class facility, is pleased to announce that local veterans and their families will now be 
able to receive assistance with military benefits without leaving Gilroy.  
 
Richard Herrera Jr., director of the Office of Veterans’ Services for Santa Clara County 
will now be scheduling appointments with veterans and their families on Wednesdays at 
the Gilroy Veterans Memorial Hall at 74 West 6th St. To schedule an appointment with 
Herrera Jr. call 408.918.4986 or email him at Richard.herrera@vets.sccgov.org.  
 
“We are delighted to have Mr. Herrera onsite to meet with local veterans,” said 
SSCVMD president Phil Garcia. “Navigating veterans benefits can be difficult enough 
without having to add a drive to San Jose for help with the paperwork. This will be so 
much more convenient for local veterans and their families.” 
 
The Office of Veterans Services, headquartered at 68 N. Winchester Blvd. in Santa 
Clara, is a county and state funded agency established in 1944 to assist veterans, 
widowers of veterans, spouses of veterans and children of deceased or disabled 
veterans in obtaining federal, state, and local benefits accrued through active duty 
military service.  
 
Herrera Jr. will assist in the process of qualifying for disability compensation,  
non-service connected pension, health care, burial and other benefits from the United  
States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 
 
To assist disabled veterans and disabled widows of veterans, he will also make home 

visits by appointment.  Herrera Jr. also serves South County veterans from the 

Work2Future office at 7800 Arroyo Circle Suite A in Gilroy and the Employment 

Development Department (EDD) Office at 17666 Crest Ave. in Morgan Hill.  

“While the County Office is not part of the federal VA, we are trained to explain VA 
procedures, prepare and file claims, review VA decisions and advise applicants about 
various federal, state and local benefits that they may be entitled to,” said Herrera, Jr. 
“We’re excited to be able to provide service to Gilroyans in their own backyard.” 
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Formed in 1946, The South Santa Clara Valley Memorial District (SSCVMD) was 
formed as an independent special district to recognize and serve the veterans of Gilroy 
and South Santa Clara Valley. The District manages the Veterans Memorial Hall at 74 
West 6th Street in Gilroy, which is home to the American Legion Post 217, the John A. 
Berri Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 6309 and the VFW Ladies Auxiliary. The 
Hall is also available to rent for memorials, wedding receptions, meetings and other 
events. For more information about the District or the Veterans Hall call 408.842.3838 
or visit www.sscvMemorialDistrict.org.  
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